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and denial of humanitarian assistance for
the people of the Darfur region;

Whereas, United Nations officials and non-
governmental organizations have indicated
that the humanitarian situation in the
Darfur region is extremely urgent, particu-
larly in light of restrictions by the Govern-
ment of Sudan on the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance for the people of the re-
gion;

Whereas, on December 18, 2003, United Na-
tions Undersecretary General for Humani-
tarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, declared that
the Darfur region was probably ‘‘the world’s
worst humanitarian catastrophe’;

Whereas, on February 17, 2004, Amnesty
International reported that the organization
‘“‘continues to receive details of horrifying
attacks against civilians in villages by gov
ernment warplanes, soldiers and pro-govern-
ment militia’’;

Whereas, on February 18, 2004, United Na-
tions Special Envoy for Humanitarian Af-
fairs in Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, declared
following a trip to the Darfur region that
“‘aid workers are unable to reach the vast
majority [of the displaced]’’;

Whereas, Doctors Without Borders, the
Nobel Peace Prizewinning medical humani-
tarian relief organization and one of the few
aid groups on the ground in the Darfur re-
gion, reported that the region is the scene of
“‘catastrophic mortality rates’’; and

Whereas, nearly 3,000,000 people affected by
the conflict in the Darfur region have re-
mained beyond the reach of aid agencies try-
ing to provide essential humanitarian assist-
ance and United Nations aid agencies esti-
mate that they have been able to reach only
15 percent of people in need and that more
than 700,000 people have been internally dis-
placed in the past year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the
Senate concurring: That Congress—

(1) strongly condemns the Government of
the Republic of the Sudan for its attacks
against innocent civilians in the impover-
ished Darfur region of western Sudan and de-
mands that the Government of Sudan imme-
diately cease these attacks;

(2) calls on the international community
to strongly condemn the Government of
Sudan for these attacks and to demand that
they cease;

(3) urges the Government of Sudan to allow
the delivery of humanitarian assistance for
the people in the Darfur region; and

(4) urges the President to direct the United
States representative to the United Nations
to seek an official investigation by the
United Nations to determine if crimes
against humanity have been committed by
the Government of Sudan in the Darfur re-
gion.

———
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the lifetime of achievements of my long-
time friend Jon G. “Jack” LaSalle, who will be
inducted into the Upper Peninsula Labor Hall
of Fame at a ceremony in Marquette, Michi-
gan on April 17th, 2004. Jack’s decades of
service to further the best interests of Michi-
gan workers have more than earned him this
great honor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

A native of Nahma Michigan, Jack is a 1971
graduate of Northern Michigan University. In
June of that year, Jack began his apprentice-
ship as an Ironworker and became indentured
and an apprentice member of Local 783, Inter-
national Association of Bridge, Structural, Re-
inforcing and Ornamental Iron Workers, AFL—
CIO. In 1975, he graduated from Apprentice
School and became a Journeyman lron Work-
er.

In 1973, with his local and International
Union’s support, Jack studied Industrial Rela-
tions at the University of Minnesota. During
that time, Jack was the first and only appren-
tice of Local 783 to serve the local union as
a member of the Bargaining Committee. After
returning to the U.P. in 1974, Jack worked his
trade until taking a Staff Representative posi-
tion in 1975 with Council 55 (now Council 25),
of the American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME). In 1978,
Jack took a position with the Michigan State
AFL—CIO’s Labor Employment and Develop-
ment Program servicing the U.P. During his
time at the state AFL-CIO, Jack took the lead
in organizing the Eastern U.P. Central Labor
Council and the Dickinson-Iron Counties Cen-
tral Labor Council.

Jack was elected to office in the Marquette
County Labor Council, AFL-CIO as Financial
Secretary-Treasurer in 1976 and served for
several terms. He also served seven years as
President of the Labor Council and is currently
its Recording Secretary.

Since the mid-1970’s, Jack has also been
very active in politics and worked on many
campaigns, including being elected as a Mor-
ris Udall delegate to the 1976 Democratic Na-
tional Convention and serving several terms
on the Michigan Democratic Party’s State
Central Committee. He served 4 vyears as
Chair of the 11th District Democratic Party and
3 years as Officer-At-Large of the Michigan
Democratic Party. He also served as the Mar-
quette County Field Coordinator for the Blan-
chard for Governor Campaign in 1982. Jack
has been the Chair of the Marquette County
Democratic Party since 2001.

Jack and Jeanne LaSalle have been active
in every political campaign for the past 30
years. | am pleased and honored to have
earned the support of the LaSalles in my own
congressional campaigns.

In 1983, Jack was appointed by Governor
James Blanchard to serve as Deputy Director
of the newly opened Governor’s Office for Job
Training. In 1987, he was again appointed by
Governor Blanchard to the Mackinac Bridge
Authority and later became its Vice-Chair,
serving on the Authority until 1994. Jack was
also a State Board of Education appointee to
the Michigan Occupational Information System
(MOIS) Advisory Board in 1978, where he
served for 13 years and as Chair for five
years.

Instead of taking a much deserved break,
Jack is currently serving his 19th year as a
Field Representative for the Michigan State
Building and Construction Trades Council, rep-
resenting the U.P. and the Northern Lower Pe-
ninsula. In addition to being an active member
of Ironworkers Local 8, Jack maintains mem-
berships with the Industrial Workers of the
World, the American Civil Liberties Union
(since 1981) and many other political and pro-
gressive organizations championing the cause
of workers.

| also want to recognize Jack’s wife and
partner, Jeanne, and all her sacrifice that al-
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lowed Jack to serve so many workers over the
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my House col-
leagues to join me in acknowledging Jack
LaSalle’s lifetime of contributions to organized
labor and his community, and in celebrating
the accomplishments that have earned him
the distinction of becoming an honored mem-
ber of the Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of
Fame.

———
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
extend my warmest birthday wishes to Mrs.
Winona Ongemach of Chicago on the occa-
sion of her 100th birthday on April 3.

Born in Cedar Rapids, lowa as one of ten
children, Mrs. Ongemach has lived in Chicago
for the past 80 years. She has been an active
and influential member of the Ravenswood
community, faithfully attending Ravenswood
Fellowship United Methodist Church for 60
years.

At a time in her life when many might ex-
pect her to slow down, Mrs. Ongemach re-
mains a fixture at her church. She brings
smiles to the faces of churchgoers by running
pancake breakfasts, collecting soup can la-
bels, and leaning on members who have
missed Sunday church.

Mrs. Ongemach has brought her same spirit
of community involvement to the Bethany Re-
tirement Community, where she currently re-
sides. There she reads novels, organizes
monthly card parties and teaches residents
card games.

Mrs. Ongemach was married in 1928 to her
late husband, Rudolf. She worked for many
years at Time, Inc. where she operated one of
the first ever IBM computers. She also spent
27 years volunteering at Ravenswood Hospital
where she knitted hats for newborn babies. An
avid bowler, she participated in the Time, Inc.
bowling league until she turned 90. Mrs.
Ongemach also loves to travel and has visited
many different islands on cruise ships.

| hope Mrs. Ongemash’s many friends and
acquaintances will use this milestone birthday
as an opportunity to celebrate her life, her
friendship and all she has meant to her com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, | join with the residents of the
Ravenswood community and the members of
the Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist
Church in  congratulating Mrs. Winona
Ongemach on her 100th birthday. She has
truly made a difference in her community and
her life serves as a model that we should all
strive to emulate.

TRIBUTE TO DONALD DUNN

HON. MARION BERRY

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an American hero. Donald Dunn, chief
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